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JJ Hill Montessori families and community, 

“Art & Healing: In the Moment” at the Minneapolis Institute 

of Art.  Mr. Phil’s mother, Valerie Castile, asked the MIA to 

plan an evening where members of the JJ Hill community 

could attend together.  Plans are underway for this to 

happen on July 6, 2018.  Our hope is to have a bus at the 

school so families can go together.  I will share details via 

phone and email as soon as they are available. See back 

for more info about the exhibit and other events. 

 

● 6/6-6/7 Rescheduled due to weather: Bob’s class to Afton 

● 6/7 1:45 Kindergarten Recognition in atrium 

● 6/7 Letter from your child’s teacher for 2018-19 will be 

sent home. 

● 6/8 1:45 5th grade Recognition in gym 

● 6/8 Last day of school 

● 6/27 Progress Reports will be mailed to home address 

● 7/6 5:30-7:30 MIA Art & Healing 

● 7/16 Back to School iUpdate opens: please register 

online 

● 8/17 Transportation form deadline for accurate first day of 

school routing. 

● 8/30 5:00 Open House 

Welcome to our new E1 teacher! Mara Smith is 

returning to MN from teaching in New York City for 

the past 4 years. While there, she worked at a 

Montessori school as an E1 teacher and the school- 

wide mindfulness coach. She has her Masters in 

Education and this year completed her Montessori 

Certification. She loves teaching and believes in the 

development of the whole child. In her free time she 

enjoys painting, walking in parks, and boating on the 

MN lakes. Mara is thrilled to be coming back to her 

home state and to become a part of the JJ Hill 

community.  

I am reflecting on my first year as principal as the school year wraps up. Thank you for the many moments of kindness and welcome. I am 

grateful to be a part of this community and look forward to further growth and learning together.  Enjoy summer with family and friends!  
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